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DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
	

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
TEXAS, 

Plaintiff, 

VS. 	 407TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

TEXAS GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
AND, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY, 
GEORGE P. BUSH AS GLO COMMISSIONER, 

Defendants. 	 BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

On August 24, 2014, this Court considered the Verified Application for Temporary 

Restraining Order ("Application") of Plaintiff Daughters of the Republic of Texas (the "DRT") 

against Defendants the Texas General Land Office and, in his official capacity, George P. Bush, 

as GLO Commissioner (collectively, the "GLO" or Defendants"). 

After reviewing the Application and considering the documents submitted in connection 

with the Application and hearing argument of counsel, the Court finds that there is a substantial 

likelihood that the Plaintiff DRT will prevail on the merits of its claims against the Defendant 

GLO. Unless enjoined, the GLO's wrongful control and illegal taking of the DRT's private 

property that the DRT has maintained for years in the DRT's Library, the GLO's refusal to allow 

the DRT access to and oversight over the DRI Library and its contents, and its expelling of DRT 

representatives and long-term employees of the DRT Library will cause and continue to cause 

irreparable harm to the DRT for which there is no adequate remedy at law, including, without 

limitation, potential loss of, and actual loss of access, control and oversight of priceless items of 

Texas history collected by the DRT numbering in excess of 38,000 and including rare and one- 
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of-a-kind paintings, photographs, manuscripts, books, and other writings and items that are 

largely irreplaceable, loss of confidential and proprietary information including but not limited to 

private and confidential curatorial records, loss of documents establishing ownership of the 

contents of the Library, loss of valuable work product, including but not limited to curatorial and 

archival records prepared and maintained by the DRT, and loss of the benefit of the bargain of its 

contracts. Money damages cannot adequately compensate the DRT, even if the Defendants were 

able to respond in payment of money damages. 

The Court further finds that the DRT will suffer irreparable injury if a Temporary 

Restraining Order ("TRO") is not granted against the GLO and the GLO is permitted to continue 

control, possession and the taking of historical one-of-a-kind artifacts and materials compiled by 

the DRT and owned and held by the DRT as a private Texas corporation. 

The Court further finds that the harm to the DRT is imminent, and if the Court does not 

issue a TRO, the DRT will be irreparably injured. Loss of control over and access by the DRT to 

its Library collection will result in irreparable harm to the DRT. In the September 1, 2013 

Second Amended Management and Operating Agreement Between Texas General Land Office 

and The Daughters of the Republic of Texas (the "Management Agreement"), the Defendant 

GLO agreed that if it terminated the Management Agreement, the DRT would have an additional 

12 months after the final termination date to transfer its collection from the DRT Library to 

another location.' Consequently, even assuming for purposes of this Application that 

termination was proper, the DRT contractually is permitted to use its Library in its current 

location until July 11, 2016. The GLO's expulsion of DRT representatives and taking control of 

The Court recognizes the DRT disagrees the GLO's March 13, 2015 termination of the 
Management Agreement "for cause" was proper under § 2.03 of the Management Agreement. 
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the DRT's Library on August 24, 2015 is contrary to that agreement, and places control of the 

Library in the GLO, with no ability by the DRT to oversee and care for its private property. 

The Court further finds that the DRT has no adequate remedy at law because the 

wrongful taking, control and possession of the priceless, unique and one-of-a-king artifacts and 

writings are not replaceable and cannot be adequately remedied by the award of damages. 

Furthermore, greater injury will be inflicted upon the DRT by the denial of a TRO and injunctive 

relief than would be inflicted upon the GLO by the granting of such relief. By granting a TRO, 

the GLO will be required to abide by its legal obligations to permit the DRT access to and 

control of its property housed in the DRT Library. 

The Court further finds that the issuance of injunctive relief will not disserve the public 

interest. Balancing the equities and other factors, the significant potential of irreparable harm to 

the DRT without the TRO and the lack of harm due to the entry of a TRO demonstrate that the 

relief will not disserve the public interest. 

The Court further finds that counsel for the DRT has provided notice to counsel for the 

GLO of its intent to seek this TRO; based on the imminent and irreparable harm to the GLO, this 

TRO should be issued with or without the GLO's presence when the Application is presented to 

this Court. 

Accordingly, the Court, having considered the record and being sufficiently advised, 

hereby orders that the following Temporary Restraining Order will remain in place for fourteen 

(14) days unless otherwise ordered. 

It is therefore ordered that Defendants and their agents, servants, representatives and 

employees and those acting in active concert or participation with them, including but not limited 

to Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton and the Office of the Attorney General; the Alamo 

2 
4 
2 
2 
	

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 	 PACE 3 OF 4 



Complex Management, and the Alamo Endowment, and their respective employees, agents, 

servants, representatives, members and officers are enjoined from directly or indirectly for a 

period of fourteen days from the entry of the Temporary Restraining Order, unless otherwise 

ordered by the Court: 

1. 	denying or in any manner restricting full and complete access to the DRT 

Library and its collection to the DRT and its lawyers. Consequently, the 

Defendant must provide DRT personnel with keys and other necessary 

credentials to access the collection at the DRT's sole discretion; 

. 	thig wiLlL aEkuiptt DRT teaie the DRT Lib 

3. 	preventing any of the parties, or those acting in concert with the parties, 

from removing any item from the premises of the DRT Library absent 

ffirther court order or agreement by the parties; 

It is further ORDERED that the parties are permitted to engage in expedited discovery to 

prepare for the hearing on a temporary injunction, including but not limited to written discovery 

and depositions.  

Z 	 14. 	Bond is set at $ . 000 ; and 
4 

15. 	A hearing on temporary injunctive relief be held on September, 2015, 

3. 	 at 	 o'clock 
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