
Paul Elizondo Funeral- January 2, 2019 

We lost one of the good guys, a really good guy.  A music man, family man, politician, 
veteran and educator.  

Paul Elizondo was my closest friend for the last 17 ½ years, a time that we served 
together on the Commissioners Court.  He was a loyal friend, a rare relationship to 
hold on to during a political life fraught with battles, controversies, and jealousies that 
leave a field of broken friendships.  

We had lunch everyday our court met, going to some of his favorite haunts, including 
Garcias on Fredricksburg, M. K. Davis on Flores, and La Sorrentina on Culebra.   

Several times at the end of the day, in his office, we had a few glasses of ice tea.  We 
seemed to be a lot smarter on those evenings. 

We traveled together numerous times on successful bond trips to New York and 
Chicago. Bexar County received triple A bond rating and always got the best interest 
rates.   

At the end of the day we would go to music shops and antiquarian books stores.  He 
would buy sheet music and I would buy books.  At night, he hit the jazz clubs of Blue 
Note, Birdland, and Dizzy’s.     

Sometimes Tracy and I would go with him. One night we came back to the hotel about 
2:00 am and when Tracy and I got out of the car, Paul said. “See you later.  The 
musicians want me to come back and jam with them.”  He stayed up all night and the 
next day he came to our meeting on time and alert as a bird.        

We worked together on numerous projects.  In 2008 we convinced the Commissioners 
Court to approve $900 million in financing that enabled the Bexar County Hospital 
District to build a new downtown six story clinic and the 10 story sky tower in the 
Medical Center.  Earlier he was instrumental in locating the diabetes center on the 
west side.  The court will now move forward on building a new Women and Children’s 
Hospital.  

He was committed to the Center for Health Care Services, a county entity that focuses 
on mental health and drug addiction.  The court recently funded $18 million to help 
build the Paul Elizondo Adult Behavioral Health Center at 928 West Commerce. 
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He understood the importance of the arts, supporting the symphony, opera and ballet 
and the Commissioners Court approval of $100 million to build the Tobin Center for 
the Performing Arts.   

We undertook numerous other projects including 13 regional sports parks, Mission 
Reach of the River, the Paul Elizondo Tower that the Commissioners Court named after 
him.  

Most important to Paul were the Alameda Theater and San Pedro Creek.  He was born 
near the creek and grew up attending performances at the alameda, home to the 
hispanic arts.   

Paul witnessed the opening of the first phase of the creek and the start of the 
restoration of the theater.  I pledge to you Paul that we will finish both projects and I 
know that when we do, you will be there with us.   

As the years passed he began to struggle through significant health challenges.  But he 
never gave up, instead he barreled ahead shaking off all restraints and living life to its 
fullest to the very end.  He always did it his own way, regardless of what the doctors 
said.  He lived his life as he always did.  

I found him inspiring and a wondrous sight to behold as he overcame one difficult 
health threat after another. I was with him the night he won his primary race this last 
June. It took a lot out of him, but he stood up and fought and won.  And that was what 
Paul was about, giving it all he had, regardless of what adversity he faced.  

To paraphrase Paul Simon—We ask where have you gone, Paul Elizondo, our county 
turns its lonely eyes to you.  Your soul has gone to heaven and your body will be buried 
at San Fernando, but the third phase of death, to be forgotten, will not come to you 
because we, along with Irene, David, John and Richard, and generations to come, will 
always remember you. We will miss you terribly, but you will remain in our hearts. 

 

Judge Nelson W. Wolff   


